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e~ | wanted to draw “afterward” someday, but | 
thought I'd never get the chance. | would like 
to express my heartfelt gratitude to the read- 


ers who created the opportunity to drawit. 
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SRUSED THE KEY 


NNIWAKI-SAN GAVE 
MEKTO COME INTO 
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WHAT THE 
HELL? IT'S 
YOUSUKE. 



































“WHAT 
THE HELL," 
YOUJI-KUN? 


WHAT THE HELL, 
\S IN WHAT THE 


BY ‘THE WAY, 

TWAKI-SAN’S 

HOUSE Is ( 

YOUISIZKLIN'S 
te} 








THAT'S OKAY. 
I HAD CRAFT 
SERVICE FOR 
LUNCH AT THE 
STUDIO. 


\\ 


\ 




















BECAUSE 
IWAKI-SAN'S 
VERY FAVORITE 
COOKING |S 
YOUR COOKING. 





JUST WHY ARE 
YOU TRYING TO 
MAKE IWAKI-SAN 
HAPPY WITH 


YOU JUST 
SAID YOU'D 
TEACH ME! 











/ Guess you 
COULD SAY 








I BET YOU 
DIDN'T LIKE IT 


I BET 
YOU DIDN'T | 
LIKE IT, 


f | 
YOUJI-KUN. } 











WHEN IWAKI- y 
SAN GAVE ME : 
A HOUSE KEY, \~ 4 
| 
SS \\<- | 
} 
: = if 










SO MIND 
{ YOUR P'S 
AND Q's, 





-~ YOU'RE FINE NOW, 


| 
BUT IF YOU GROW UP J IWAKI-SAN'S 
AND MISBEHAVE AND 9) DECISION IS AS 
eZ MAKE TROUBLE, YOU'LL a y GOOD AS MY 
HAVE TO APOLOGIZE TO OWN DECISION, 
IWAKI-SAN FOR BE- SO I HAVE NO 
TRAYING THE TRUST OBJECTION. 





BUT NO MATTER 
HOW MLICH IWAKI- 
SAN LOVES YOU, 
YOU'RE STILL RE- 
LATED TO ME BY 


I WON'T DO 
ANYTHING 
BAD! 














WHAT DO YOU 
THINK IWAKI-SAN 
SAID WOULD SAY 

TO THAT? 



















SORRY TO 
KEEP YOU 

WAITING, 
YOUSUKE, 


ARE YOU 
GRINNING: 









WHEN I WAS A 


nN / \ KID, T THOUGHT 
Hl, | My UNCLE YOUJI- 
eae aT INOUE-SAN. } KUN WAS THE 
REMEMBERING / COOLEST GUY IN 
SOMETHING rl Jf THE WORLD. 






FROM WHEN I 





WAS A KID. 






BECAUSE MY 
BELOVED 
TWAKI-SAN 


UNTIL-I-STARTED. \\ 
FEELING“LIKE THE i \ 
A, 


ae 










. BACK WHEN 
I DIDN'T SEE YOU YOU WERE 


DURING YOUR BREAK } 
FROM ACTING, AND pecaled } 

THAT'S WHEN YOU! DID , 

MOST OF YOUR GROW- 

ING UP. T STILL HAVE 

A HARD TIME RECON- 
CILING THAT CLITE 

LITTLE YOUSUKE-KUN 
WITH THE CURRENT 

YOUSUKE. 















WE'RE HAVING 
A MEETING, 
RIGHT? ROOM 
AIS EMPTY. 


| Looks like 
YEAH, \ '5 Occupi 
HANG ON 1 } Hed, 
A MINUTE. 


THE SITUATION 
IS SLIGHTLY 
COMPLICATED. 
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_ 
IES | 

iy | { A BASKET- 

HUT BALL 

Vian | | \ DRAMA... 





DEALMBEYIITH A 
KIQMMAKING IS = 
COMEBACK. ANQ) ~~" 
IN A BASKET- 

BAUL DRAMA. 











| «+ STARRING 

| 50... TM MORIGUCHI 
AN ADD-ON YOUSUKE...? 
IN A PACK- 






AGE DEAL. 
















AND OF COURSE YOUR 
SKILLS, THERE'S A BIG 






THEY WANT NO, NO, 


















DIFFERENCE IN AUITHEN- YOU BECAUSE 
TICITY BETWEEN AN OF youn Beets 
ACTOR WHO CAN PLAY BACKGROLIND COMPLETELY | 
AT A VERY STRONG AS A YOUTH TRUE. | 


HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL 
AND ONE WHO CAN'T 
PLAY AT ALL. 





ATHLETE. 







7 
= . 
| THE SOURCE 










SAK \ 
= MANGA IS OLD, 
. | . BUT IT STILL 
Z HAS A LOT OF 
> PASSIONATE 
/ / FANS. 
THEY WANT TO | 
[ MAKE SURE THE FIRST THINGS | Alor or us 
REST OF THE PRET A MONE } KIDS STARTED — 
| CAST HAS SOME IS INTHE WORKE =f PLAYING BAS- => 
BASKETBALL EX- AFTER THE ) KETBALL BE- , 
PERIENCE, EVEN SERIES ENDS. CAUSE OF IT. f 
IF IT'S NOT AS E 


MUCH AS YOURS. 








LOOK, THE ROLE 
IS VISUALIZED WITH 
CERTAIN QUALITIES, 

YOU KNOW? LIN- 
FORTUNATELY YOU 
JUST DON’T FIT THE 

PART THIS TIME. 


BESIDES, IF IT’S 
A PACKAGE DEAL, 
WHICH ONE OF 
YOU IS ACTUALLY 
THE ADD-ON? 

I MEAN... 


IF YOU TURN THIS 
DOWN, THERE'S A 
HIGH PROBABILITY 
THE OFFER TO 
MORIGUCHI-KUN 
WILL FALL 
THROUGH TOO, 


NONE TO 
SPEAK OF. 
MAYBE HIGH 

SCHOOL 

PHYS ED? 


AND THAT 
BRAT MORI- 
GUCHI GETS 
TOP BILLING. 


SO THEY 
WANT MY 
BACKGROUND 
AND MY 
SKILLS, 
BUT... 


DON'T 
GET THE 
LEAD ROLE. 


HOW MUCH 
BASKETBALL 
HAS MORIGU- 
CHI PLAYED? 














EXCUSE 
ME, MAY 
WE INTER- 


MORIGUCHI 
WANTED TO IN- 
TRODUCE HIM- 

SELF, AND HAS A 
SUGGESTION TO 
MAKE, SO T WON- 
DERED IF YOU 
COULD SPARE US 


NICE TO 


MEET YOU, I'M 
MORIGUCHI 
YOUSUKE. 


I HEAR WE'RE 
GOING TO BE 
WORKING TO- 
GETHER ON A 
DRAMA, SO T 
WANTED TO SAY 





YEAH, 
FOR SURE, 
WE JOINED 
THE COM- 

PANY ON THE 
SAME DAY. 


“EXPERI- ~ 
ENCED,” 
HUH? 
YOU SAY 
THAT SO 
LIGHTLY. 


I THINK IT WOULD 
BE THE PERFECT 
WAY TO GET TO 
KNOW EACH 
OTHER BETTER 
FOR SHOOTING. 


50? WHAT'S 
YOUR SUG- 
GESTION? 


YOU'RE AN 
EXPERIENCED 
BASKETBALL 

PLAYER, RIGHT 
AMAGI-SAN? 


WE'RE WITH 
THE SAME AGENCY, 
$0 HOW ABOUT 
TRAINING TOGETHER 
TO PREPARE FOR 
THE DRAMA? 









BUT LET 
ME TELL 


YOU ONE 
THING. 


THE SHOOT 
WILL BE HARD 
FOR ME TOO 
IF YOU CAN'T 
LEVEL UP IN 
BASKETBALL. 


BALL PLAYER 
HAS A BODY 
THAT SOFT. 


HE'S THE 
E OF} 

Guy WHO 
TRIES TO 
ONE-UP YOU 
FROM THE 
GET GO. 


EN, THIS 
ONKT, 





























IWAKI-SAN.50]/ } : 
5 — wie postr | } Nery) 
— SLET/HIM Lier AY | |Z 


FINGER IN 


KITCHEN! 


( FINGE STHE 
. SZ 








VY 


j \\ 
A SJ) 
Lp YA BETRAYAL 
LIKE THAT 
WOULD DE- 
PRIVE HIM = 
OF} HIS SON, 
THAT IS, ME. 


I KNOW THAT 
WOULD BE 
THE CRUEL- 


IWAKI-SAN. 





nD) 


ye t ~ NY 









AND NEVER _LVE 
LIKED yOugI- LOVED 
AS KLIN, WHO) IWAKIESAN 


EVEN THOLIGH 
“THERE WAS NO 
way TcolLp.win, \\ 
I WOULD ALWAYS~—~ 
FIGHT. WITH HIM 
AND OFTEN. GOT. 
BEATEN BACK. 



















KEPT, IWAKI- SINCE I. 
SAN ALL TO WAS A 
HIMSELF. CHILD... 























—~ 





WHEN: TWICE T, 
IWAKI-SAN THOUGHT; 
GAVE ME A’ I/D WON, 

SPARE KEY... THOUGH. 





"WHY WON'T 
YOU SHOW 
ME, IWAKI- 
SAN/? SHOW 
ME RIGHT). 
: NOW!" (Q) 
"DONT 
TELL 
KATOU, 
OKAY?" 









\ 
"THIS STUFF 
BUILDS UP 
DAY BY DAY, 

S50 YOU 
SHOULD RE- 
LEASE THE 
/ PRESSURE 

YOURSELF.” 














"GENTLY... 

WRAP YOUR . 
HAND Ny 
AROLIND IT.” 









“THEN RUB 

IT IN AWAY 

THAT, FEELS 
6000," 

















“CHILDREN 
ARE SLIP- 
POSED 
TO BE 
NAUGHTY.” 












TM STILL 
A MINOR, 
BARELY. 
WOULDN'T 
YOU FOR- 


GIVE ME IF b 
I MISBE- 

















BACK, YOU- 
SUKE? WEL- 
COME HOME. 


I GUESS I'M- 






















ya YOU'RE RIGHT. I'M BACK! 
HOW ABOUT 
DINNER? HAVE YOU CAN'T 
YOU EATEN NAP HERE! é 

JUST SOMETHING ANYTANG? 
UGHT! TT's YOUR N\ catch 

TURN TONIGHT, You \ \ 

IWAKI-SAN, SO old 

1 CAME HOME a 

LOOKING FOR- 


WARD TO IT! 











a 





N DON'T PUSH 
\ YOURSELF 
/ ON TOP OF THAT, 


/ You wave com 
MITMENTS WITH YOU'RE AT AN 


WORK ACQUIAIN: AGE WHERE 
TANCES, RIGHT? T YOU'RE BUSY 
DON'T WANT YOU HAVING FUN 
FEELING PRES- WITH FRIENDS. 
SURED TO HAVE 
S| DINNER WITH ME. 


NO, I DON'T 
I COME HOME FEEL PRES- 
BECAUSE MEALS SURED. 
TASTE BETTER 
WHEN I'M LOOK- 
ING AT YOU, 
IWAKI-SAN. 


HAVE A 
GIRLFRIEND | / 

WHAT A RIGHT NOW. } SAVE THAT 
HAPPENED \ LINE FOR 
TO THE GIRL YOUR GIRL- 
YOU WERE ‘ FRIEND. 

WITH THE ~ 


OTHER DAY? 


[ THAT WAS \ 
| FAST. EVERY \ 
TIME WE TALK 
IT PEELS LIKE 
\ YOU'RE SEEING 
\ SOMEONE NEW. 


SHE 

a JUST DIDN'T... 

/ " SATISFY MY RE- 

/ THAT'S OKAY. 

| I TOLD HER THE } — QUIREMENTS. 
DEAL WHEN WE 


WE BROKE UP. 
FIRST WENT 4 


I HAVE MY 
STANDARDS, 
AND IF I DON'T 
SEE ANY PO- 
TENTIAL I 
MOVE ON. 


MAYBE MY EX- 
PECTATIONS ARE 
TOO HIGH, BUT 
OH WELL, 
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GIRLS YOUR Age. 
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IHAVESTO) 
ISEARCHIFOR) 
BSOMEQNETOR, 

UNVZOWN 


I KNOW 
IWAKI-SAN 
IS ONLY 
My IDEAL. 








AN- ANYWAY, 
WHEN YOU 
FIND A YOUNG 
LADY, TREAT 
HER RIGHT, 
OKAY? 






















“SIGNED /A) 
ann "YES, YOUSLIKE? 





ITSA 
UN] "COP OUT" 
TO SEEK 
THAT FROM 


IWAKI-SAN. 











PANY PULLS 


SOME SHADY 
SHIT TOO. 





I'S WILD 

HOW AG- 
GRESSIVELY 
THEY'RE PRO- 
MOTING HIM, 


HOW GOOD MORI 
GUCHI'S TRACK 
RECORD AS A 
CHILD ACTOR... 


Just COATTAILS 
MORIGUCHI IS 
RIDING. HE'S 
RIDING THE 
PRESIDENT! 

ayia, Katod 
yes Aina. 

Youyts 5 


YEAH, MUST 
BE NICE, 
HAVING SOME- 
ONE'S COAT- 
TAILS TO RIDE, 








I MEAN, 


THEY'RE 
LIVING TO- 


“HIYAAA! NO, 
PRESIDENT, 
THAT'S 


NAUGHTY!" 








I DON'T GIVE 
A FUCK WHAT 
YOU ASSHOLES 
SAY ABOUT ME. 


BUT YOU YOU 
SURE AS HELL 
BETTER NOT 
INSULT THE 
PRESIDENT. 





HeyY...! WE'RE 
ON YOUR SIDE, 
YOU KNOW! 


HOW MANY TIMES IN 
YOUR LIFE DO YOU GET 
THE CHANCE TO PUT 
YOUR BACKGROUND TO 
GOOD USE IN A ROLE!? 
BUT YOU LOST THAT 
VALUABLE OPPORTU- 
NITY TO A MERE SUP- 
PORTING ACTOR! 


AND NEXT TIME A 
BASKETBALL THING 
COMES AROUND YOU 
WON'T BE CAST! YOU, 
THE ONE WHO WAS 
CAST FIRST! DOESN'T 
IT PISS YOU OFFI? 





THIS TIME, I DON'T, 
FIT THE VISION OF 
THE LEAD ROLE. 














«+eIS ONLY 
MYSELF, BE- 
CAUSE I DON'T 
HAVE THE ABILITY 
TO PLAY EVERY 
SINGLE ROLE. 












SURE, MAYBE 
MORIGUCHI 
LANDED THE ROLE 
BECAUSE OF HIS 












I KNOW A GLY IN 
A SIMILAR SITUATION, 
AND HE CONSTANTLY 
SUFFERS COMPARISON 


















T HAVE MY CONNECTION TO 
TO HIS FATHER. ON THE 
. OWN FEELINGS THE PRESIDENT. 
OTHER HAND, I DON'T ABOLIT THAT, 


HAVE ANY CONNEC- 








TIONS OR BUILT-IN BUT IT'S A DIFFI- 

EXPECTATIONS TO CULT POSITION 

LIVE UP TO, SO I'M FOR MORIGUCHI 
TO BE IN TOO. 






FREE AS A BIRD. 








SZ 
I THOUGHT : 


HE'D, HAVE 

NEGATIVE aS 
THINGS TO 
SAY ABOLIT 
WORKING 
WITH ME. 


I'VE 
NEVER 
HAD My 
EXPECTA- 
TIONS SO. 
BETRAYED. 


THANKS FOR 
DEFENDING ME, 
BUT IT'S NOT 
LIKE I'M SUF- 
FERING. 











THEY'VE 
HAD AS MANY 
HUGE DISAD- 
VANTAGES AS 
THEY'VE HAD 

BENEFITS. 

























THE FACES 
THAT GOT 
ALL OF US 
INTO SHOW- 


THE PHYSIQUES 
YOU WERE 
BLESSED WITH, 
THAT ALLOW YOU 
TO PLAY THE ROLE 
OF A BASKETBALL 
PLAYER... SURELY 
THEY COME FROM 
YOUR PARENTS. 




















THOSE TOO CAN 
BE PERCEIVED AS 
FAMILY ADVAN- 
TAGES, RIGHT? 
AND NONE OF YOU 
SUFFER FOR IT. 









DON'T JAPANESE 
PEOPLE LOVE TO 
COMPARE THEM- 
SELVES TO THEIR 
PARENTS IN 
HOPES OF SUR- 
PASSING THEM? 
m 


IT’S JUST... I KNEW 
PEOPLE WOULD PRY INTO 
MY RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE PRESIDENT AND RUN 
THEIR MOUTHS, BUT... 











wT NEVER 
EXPECTED 
IT FROM... 














| 
"HE'S 
FILLING 
KATOU 
YOU'S 
SHOES. £ 
"HIYAAA! NO, 
PRESIDENT, 
THAT'S 

NAUGHTY!” 

PZ 





T'M WORRIED 


ABOUT LEAVING 
THE PRESIDENT ON 


++»PEOPLE IN HIS 

OWN COMPNY WHO 
KNOW WHAT KIND 
OF TRAGEDY THE 
PRESIDENT HAS 
HIS OWN AFTER BEEN THROUGH. 


HONESTLY, 
I'M SHOCKED. : 


MORE OF 
THAT, OKAY? 
I'LL GO 


CHANGE. 





IS THAT RIGHT? 
T'M YOUSUKE 
MORIGLICHI. I 

LOOK FORWARD 
TO WORKING 

WITH YOU. 


MORIGUCHI, 

THIS IS OUR 

INSTRUCTOR, 
TAKAMURA, HE'S 
ALSO THE TECHNI- 
CAL SUPERVISOR 
FOR THE DRAMA. 


HE WAS A TEAM- 
MATE OF MINE IN 


HIGH SCHOOL, AND 
UNTIL LAST YEAR HE 
PLAYED IN THE BAS- 
KETBALL LEAGUE 
FOR THE FUKUOKA 
SEAHAWKS. 





PLUS YOU'RE 
THE SPITTING 
IMAGE OF 
KATOU YOUI. 


WOW, YOU'RE SO 
GORGEOUS AND 
GLAMOROUS. T 
GUESS THAT'S 
HOW IT IS IN 
SHOWBIZ. 





KATOU 
YOUJI- SAN. 











NICE TO 
MEET YOU, 
MY NAME IS 
TAKAMURA. 





THE GUY YOU 
KNOW WHO'S 
IN CIRCUM- 
STANCES SIMI- 


LAR TO MINE... Po. 
/ 


YOU REALLY 
WORRY ABOUT 
HIM, HUH. 


TM GURE IT 
VARIES FROM 
PERSON TO PERSON, 
' BUT I THOUGHT 
NOT AT ALL. TM) GORRY (F- SOMETHING LIKE 


qT : I WAS BEING 
HANK YOU. Gen ENS THAT MIGHT MAKE 


SITIVE. YOU KIND OF UN- 


COMFORTABLE. 















THAT GUY 
IN A SIMILAR 
SITUATION, 
MAy I ASK 
WHO IT Is? 





T'M SURE 
YOU KNOW 


I WONDER 
IF T KNOW 












IT'S THE 






PRESIDENT'S- 

"T WON'T HIS NAME IS. 
MURAI SHOU, 

MAKE ANY, hesnie 







TROUBLE) 
FOR YOL,\\ 
IWAKI-SAN)" | 


INDUSTRY. 


IE,/00 YOU? 


WAKI-SAN?” 


WE'VE EVEN 
VISITED THE 
PRESIDENT'S. 


HOUSE 
TOGETHER, 


YEAH, I GUESS. 
WELL, HE'S THE 
PERSON I'M. 
CLOSEST TO IN 
THE INDUSTRY. 









OH RIGHT, 
SPEAKING OF 
THE PRESI- 
DENT'S HOUSE, 
MORIGUCHI... 















WHEN 
EXACTLY? 











/ BUT WHEN IT 

| INVOLVES THE 

| PRESIDENT, IT 
\ CLEARLY INFURI- 
\ ATES YOU, 


\ 


Sar 





4 REGARDING 


YOURSELF, 


YOU STAY COOL 
AND COLLECTED 
EVEN WHEN YOUR 
FAMILY CONNEC- 
TIONS ARE MOCKED. 





ar 


IF YOU'RE TRYING 


PRESIDENT FROM 
SLEAZY ACCUSA- 
























I CAN TELL 
YOU'RE DEEPLY 
CONCERNED 

ABOUT HIM. 


LATELY THE 
PRESIDENT 
SEEMS TO BE 
GETTING BACK 
ON HIS FEET. 


IF You 
TRULY CARE 
ABOUT THE 
PRESIDENT- 


SHLIT. YOUR: 
MOUTHI:T CARE} 


YOU CAN TELL 
PEOPLE TO MIND 
THEIR OWN BLISINESS 
UNTIL YOU'RE BLUE IN 
THE FACE, BUT AS LONG 
AS YOU'RE LIVING WITH 
THE PRESIDENT, PEOPLE 
WILL LOOK AT YOU WITH 
SUSPICIOUS EYES, 





SORRY, 
I KNOW IT 
WAS MY OWN 
IDEA, BUT... 


LET'S TRAIN 
SEPARATELY 
INSTEAD, 


I DON'T THINK 
WE REALLY 
NEED TO GET 
TO KNOW EACH 
OTHER ANY 
BETTER. 


PEOPLE DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW MUCH 
IWAKI-SAN IS 
SUFFERING 
EVEN NOW! 


HOW CAN 
YOU NOT 
GRASP THAT 
THIS ISSUE 
DOES NOT RE- 
QUIRE YOUR IN- 
TERFERENCE! 









HOLD UP. 
MORIGUCHI, 
LISTEN- 













DON’T WORRY, 
I'LL BE GOOD 
ENOUGH BY THE 
TIME WE SHOOT. 


RELIEF. 





BUT YOLI'VE 
GIVEN IT MORE 
CAREFUL CONSID- 
ERATION THAN 
ANYONE ELSE, AND 
CHOSEN THE SITLI- 
ATION YOU'RE IN 
NOW, SO... 


I'S NOT A 
MATTER FOR 
OUTSIDERS TO 
JUDGE. HE'S 
VERY SORRY. 


NO HIDDEN 
AGENDA, 
HUH? 


DINNER AS 

USUAL, AND 

YOU DIDN'T 

SCOLD ME- peda 
I'D GETA 


YOUSUKE. 


HE'S BEEN 
HEARING GOSSIP 
ABOUT YOU AND 
ME FOR A LONG 
TIME, YOUSUKE, 
AND IT'S ALWAYS 
BOTHERED HIM. 


WHAT HE SAID 
TO YOU JUST 
THOUGHTLESSLY 
POPPED OUT. 


IT'S EASY TO 
MISLINDERSTAND 
HIM BECAUSE OF 

THAT POKER FACE, 
BLT AMAGI-KUN IS 
REALLY A GOOD KID 
WITH NO HIDDEN 
AGENDA. 


SO YOU HEARD 
ABOUT TODAY, 
IWAKI-SAN. 

















EVEN THOUGH 

I WAS AWARE 
THAT COHABITA- 
TION WOULD GIVE 
RISE TO MISLIN- 
DERSTANDINGS 

AND VULGAR 
SPECULATION... 


I CONTINUED 
BUT I THINK TO LIVE WITH YOU, 
IT’S ABOUT MAKING THE 
TIME I LET GO EXCUSE THAT YOU 
OF MY CHILD. WERE A MINOR AND 
I WAS LOOKING 
AFTER YOU. 


NO, NO! 


T CAN'T LEAVE 

YOU ON YOUR 

OWN, IWAKI- 
SAN! 





OF COURSE I DO. 
IF IT WASN'T FOR 
YOU, YOLISUKE, T 
WOULDN'T EVEN 
BE HERE NOW. 


TM NOT 
WORRIED 
ABOUT WHAT 
PEOPLE SAY. 


HAVE To 
GIVE YOU BACK 
YOUR LIFE, 
YOUSUKE, 


THAT'S WHAT 
T'VE BEEN 
THINKING. 





RLEASE 
DON'T SAY 
YOUsDON'T 
NEED ME 
ANYMORE. 


~~_ AGAIN, T CAN 
steep AGAIN. 


DON'T YOU 
NEED ME, 
IWAKI-SAN!? 


YOU PATIENTLY —_ 
WIPED AWAY MY 
TEARS UNTIL I~ 

oar CRYING: 


fog 
Apt 


THEN LET'S 
STAY THE 
WAY WE 
ARE! 





















| 
\\. OHH, YOUTI 
PROBABLY 
i LOOKED LIKE 
\ Ly, YOU BEFORE 









I WISH I COULD 
REPAY YOU FOR 
THE PART OF 
YOUR LIFE THAT 
YOU'VE GIVEN 
ME, YOLISUIKE. 











FINDING 








ON THE CON- 
























YOUI IN YOU TRARY, T HAD 
BROUGHT TO KEEP TeLL- 
ME JOY. 
myousUKe 16 BUT 5 Have 
BECAUSE I TOMeLeE® NOTHING TO 
SAW YOUI ; 


REPAY YOU 


IN YOU, WITH. 


= SAY A SON 
I's TE, SAME 3 LOOKS LIKE HIS. 
TONE WOULD - FATHER, AND HIS 
MOTHER Li 
his ae pee BLAME HER CORWARD 70° 
eee FOR THAT! \ WATCHING HIM 
FOR, IWAKI- ; 
SAN!? THAT'S 

CRAZY! 








I’M WELL 






AWARE THAT 
I'M STAYING IN 






\V 


GI 
_————__ YOUR LIFE, ~ 
Za IWAKI-GANE 


“yf , 













re < 


"NIWAKISAN, 
~YOL NEVER 
SUSPECTED 
MY DESIRE. 


\ 


YOU'RE VERY 
SWEET, FOR 
A BAD Boy. 








T'M SORRY... 
LET ME STAY 
LIKE THIS FOR 
A MINUTE. 


\ 























IF YOU THINK 
I'M BEING A 

BAD Boy, FOR- 
GIVE ME JUST 
THIS ONCE. 


EVEN 
THOUGH I f 
HELD HIM ( 
TIGHT, HIS 
, BODY DIDN’T 
TENSE LIP 
\ FORA 
' MOMENT. 
















—THEY 


















“IT'S MORE 
SAW THAN JUST 
RIGHT COATTAILS 
THROUGH MORIGUCHI IS 
My RIDING. HE'S 
SI'FELT LIKE DESIRE. RIDING THE 






MY DIRTY DESIRE PRESIDENT!” 


WAS BEING 
SMEARED ALL 
OVER IWAKI- 
SAN, ANDI. 
FREAKED OUT. 













I KNOW IT'S 





PARADOXICAL, 

THERE'S , BUT I LOVE THE 

<NO WAY: PLIRE AND INNO- 

TM ee CENT IWAKI-SAN 


WHO'S DEVOTED 


a TO YOUJI-KUN. 


I WANT YOU 
TO BE HAPPY, 
YOUSUKE. 


MUCH 
HAPPIER 
| THAN YOUJI 


DON'T BE _ Se 
RIDICULOUS. I'LL MOVE OUT 
WHEN T TURN 20, 
AND START LIVING 


YOUR ARMS 
WRAP RIGHT 
AROUND ME. 


LJ T Guess 


Ss I'VE GROWN UP, 









IWAKI-SAN 
WITHOUT A 
SINGLE PANG 


OF GUILT ABQUT~ 








I WisH 
I COULD 
\ HAVE 

\ STAYED 
LITTLE. 










DON'T SKIP 
MEALS JUST 
BECAUSE 
I'M NOT 
AROUND, 








TLL BE 
COMING BACK 
RANDOMLY 
TO CHECK ON 









ALRIGHT, AL- 
RIGHT. NEVER 
MIND THAT. YOU 
REALLY DON'T 
WANT ME TO GIVE 
YOU A LIFT? 





















YOU'RE GOING 
TO LEAVE MY 
ROOM AS IT IS 
FOR WHEN T 
COME TO VISIT, 
RIGHT? 















ALRIGHT, 
THAT'S FINE. 
IT'LL BE 
WAITING. 






THE ONLY 
THINGS I OWN 
ARE MY CLOTHES 
AND THE FURNI- 
TURE YOU 
BOUGHT FOR ME, 
IWAKI-SAN. 























I KNOW 
YOU SAID YOU'D 
MOVE YOURSELF, 
AND IT'S TRUE, WITH 
THIS AMOUNT OF 
STUFF YOU DON'T 
NEED A MOVING 
COMPANY, BUT- 











OH RIGHT, 
IWAKI-SAN. 


T'LL COME 
BACK AND 
PICK IT UP 


ALITTLE AT 





IT'S THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE LIVED 
ON MY OWN, SO 
I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TLL 
NEED YET. / 






2 [ NO, THIS IS | 
? 


’ a, Aa 








HOUSE KEY? 
THAT'S OKAY, 
Just KEEP 

I'M SURE rr. 
YOU'LL USE 
IT AGAIN. 










I MEAN, A 










HOUSE KEY YOU'LL HAVE 

ISN'T SOME- FRIENDS OVER, 
THING USUALLY YOu'LL HAVE GIRL- 

GIVEN EVEN FRIENDS OVER, 
TO A REAL YOU NEED "YOUR 

FATHER, OWN SPACE.” T > 
SHOULDN'T BE 
PART OF THAT. 











YOU FEEL 

\ | THAT WAY, 
BUT I CAN'T 

ACCEPT IT. 


















a | IT'S NO DIFFER- 
| ENT, YOU LET BUT YOU 
> | | ME INTO "YOUR GAVE ME | 
/ | OWN SPACE," ONE, IWAKI- 
A IWAKI-SAN. SAN, AND T’M | 
&\ NOT REALLY | 
KS YOUR SON. ] 
A / 
. - 
AND NOT JUST 
INTO YOURS. i 
INTO THE SPACE THERE'S A DIF- 
YOU SHARED | / FERENCE BE- 
WITH YOUSI- / / TWEEN GIVING A 
KUN. y, CHILD A KEY, AND 


GIVING ONE TO A 
MIDDLE-AGED GUY 
LIKE ME! 


ri 











A PERSON I CAN 
HAVE THAT KIND 
OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH... THAT'S MY 
“REQUIREMENT” 
FOR CHOOSING 
SOMEONE TO 





I ASKED 
YOUII-KUN 
ABOUT IT 
ONCE. 
























I WONDERED IF 
HE WAS ANGRY 
WITH YOU BE- 
CAUSE YOU 
GAVE ME THAT 
KEY WITHOUT 
DISCUSSING IT 
WITH HIM. 





















IF ONE OF US 
GAVE A SPARE 
KEY TO SOMEONE 
WE CARED ABOUT, 
THAT'S WHAT THE 
OTHER WOULD 
SAY. 















IT DIDN'T BOTHER 











HIM AT ALL. 
; HE SAID "IWAKI- 
BA SAN'S DECISION IS 
"SHE JUST AS GOOD AS MY 
DIDN'T... SAT- OWN DECISION.” 
ISFY, MY RE- 


\ QUIREMENTS.” 





I DON'T THINK 



















THERE'S ANYONE 
WHO CAN TELL 
ME I CAN'T SEE 
YOU FOR YEARS. THAT'S THE KIND 
OF THING YOU 
CAN ONLY SAY 
AFTER BEING To- 
GETHER FOR 
YEARS. TO START 







OFF LIKE THAT- 














BESIDES, I 
HAVE TO FIND 
SOMEONE LIKE 
“YOUJI-KUN'S 
THAT'S IWAKI-SAN.” 
MY IDEAL. 







oe 


EVEN, 
IF TYEING 







SOMEONE, 
IWAKI-SAN. TOW ENS 
a ee L 
See 60 IF YOU WANT 





ME TO FIND SOME- 
ONE LIKE THAT... 
KEEP THIS WITH 
YOU, AS A GOOD 

LUCK CHARM. 


e 4 





COME ON, 
Z A LET ME 
py trae’ “ DRIVE YOU! 
IT'S NOT TOO 
DIFFERENT FROM 
THIS ONE. 


I'M WORRIED! 
I WANT TO SEE 
WHAT KIND OF 
AREA YOU'LL 
BE LIVING IN! 





fr 


IT's Just 
A SHORT 
WALK 
AWAY. 


ss MAYBE 5 
MINUTES? 


DON'T 
WORRY, I'LL 
GROW UP. 


SO THAT'S 
WHY YOU IN- 
SISTED ON FINDING 
A PLACE WITHOUT 
ANY HELP! 


Feez, you kert telling 
me you were 4 
mature adult! 


M MOVING OUT, 
SO WHAT DIF- 
FERENCE DOES 

IT MAKEI? 





| { 
Share on MyReadingManga.info ¥ 
























WOW, THERE'S 
60 MUCH! IS 
THIS ALL FROM 
KIRIKO-SAN? 





YEAH, IWAKI-SAN, 

WHEN I TOLD HER WE 
WERE GOING TO YOUR 
HOUSE FOR SAKURA 
VIEWING, SHE HAD ME ] 
BRING ALL THIS. / 


AND 
WHERE 
IS SHE? 





= 
SHE CAME \ 
TO TOKYO \ 
LAST NIGHT | 
* TO MAKE IT. 


he | 
penryesiay a her 
sory Meete/ 


verbo 4 




















WHAT? SHE 
SURE KEEPS 
HER DISTANCE. 
I WISH SHE HAD 
‘STOPPED BY. 





SHE'S GONE. 
SHE LEFT AT 
THE SAME 
TIME T DID. 







IWAKI-SAAN, 
WHERE 
SHOULD T 
PUT THE 
CHAIRS? 





/ TO 
J ~~ 
i . 
A OH, \ 
( SORRY, 
\ T'LL BE | 


RIGHT out! 





















YOU REALLY 
HELPED ME OLIT. 





























BUT, IWAKI- BUTI THE DECK YOU 
SAN, YOU'RE HAVEN'T EVEN BUILT FOR 
CRAMMING TOO TM HAD TIME TO SAKURA VIEWING 
MUCH WORK ALWAYS ARRANGE THE CONE OUT 
INTO YOUR HAPPY TO FURNITURE, GREAT. 
SCHEDULE. HELP. 





OVER THE 





LAST FEW YEARS, 
PEOPLE INVITED 
ME TO SAKURA 
SO THIS YEAR I WAS SO 
I Tacur I'D HAPPY TO VIEWING PARTIES 
HOST A GET HEAR FROM EVERY DAY DURING 
TOGETHER FOR THEM, BUT THE SEASON. 
EVERYONE. I COULDN'T 


MAKE IT VERY 


MAKE SURE 
I'M NEVER 


: LEFT ALONE. 
Mb 


Pe 
a 





/ 
| 


I'M GETTING by 3 
BACK IN THE ly 


| ‘SWING OF f 
\ THINGS, BUT... { ¥ 
\ 
BS Je 
/' 


THIS TIME 


OF YEAR IS 
ALWAYS... 


wow! DID 
YOU REALLY 
JUST SAY 
MIYASAKA, THAT? 
OUT OF LINE 
AS USUAL. 





THANK YOU 
ALL... FOR 
YOUR CON- 

CERN. 


YOU KNOW, 
IWAKI-SAN... 


ON THOSE 
LONELY 
NIGHTS... I'M 
HERE FOR YOU, 
ANYTIME. 













THERE'S NO 
WAY A BRAT 
LIKE YOU CAN 
SATISFY 
IWAKI-SAN! 




















AT . 


POINT, HE 
FELT MORE 
LOST TO ME 
THAN EVER. 





THAT'S WHEN 
I REALIZED I 
WAS SEALING 
uP MY HAPPY 
MEMORIES 


SURE, HE COULD 
BE GLOOMY AT 
TIMES, BUT HE 
USUALLY HAD 

A SMILE ON 

HIS FACE. 







I SHOULD RE- 
MEMBER. 


I BROKE 
THE SEAL. 






AND THEN 
THE YOU! 
DEEP WITHIN 
ME SMILED, 


——— ’ 
THERE. WAS 
= THE FACE OF_, 


KATOU YOU, WZ, 





THEY SAY \ 


YOU GRIEVE | 


WILL GRIEVE 
FOREVER. 


I'VE COME TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THEY'RE NOT 
GRIEVING 
ELSEWHERE. 


THE DECEASED, 
GRIEVING, LIVES 
LIKE A FRAGMENT 
DEEP WITHIN THE 
PERSON WHO 
LOVED THEM. 


FEWER NIGHT- 

MARES SINCE I 
CAME TO THAT 
CONCLUSION. 


THAT DOESN'T 
MEAN TI DON'T 
HAVE THEM AT 
ALL, BUT THEY'VE 
BEEN MORE 
MANAGEABLE. 


I DON'T WANT 
TO MAKE YOUJ! 
SAD. HE WOULD 

DEFINITELY 

STAY SAD IF T 

STAYED SAD. 





\ DECEASED 
‘SHOULD COME 
TOMIND ~ 


I CAN'T 
GRIEVE 
FOREVER. 


I CAN'T TELL \ 
YOU RIGHT : 
NOW, BUT (~~ SO 


WHEN THE TIME 

COMES, YOU'LL > \ 

BE THE FIRST 7 } I'M READY TO 
TO KNOW. y START DOING 


TO DO, SOT 
NEED TO SLICK IT 
UP AND GET MY 


WHAT I'VE 
ALWAYS WANTED 
% ACT TOGETHER. 





/ WHY \ 
T'M CRAM- | 
MING IN ALL 


THIS WORK 
RIGHT NOW. 


HAVE ANY RE- \ 
GRETS ABOUT 
MY ACTING 
CAREER. 
Xt) 


SURE ARE, 
‘ KEEP UP 
j 


THE GOOD 
T'LL SUP- WORK. 


PORT YOU 
NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU 
DO. 
THANK YOU, 
YOUSUKE. 


ENOUGH OF 

MY DREAMS 

HAVE COME 
TRUE. 


I HOPE His 
RELATION- 
SHIP WITH 
AMAGI-KLIN 


WAS A CHILD 
I HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO DO ANY 
THING ZOR 
THE BQ 





\ 


WHAT'S UP? \ 














SHOU? AMAGI- 
KUN? DID YOU ] 
GUYS EAT UP } 
EVERYTHING 
/ INSIDE? 
| THERE'S A 
| LOT MORE, 60 
| HELP YOUR- 
\ SELVES. | amare 
\ 
= 
b i itd — 
IWAKI-SAN, . 
/ YOU SOUND 
| JUST LIKE 
{ AN AUNTIE 


LOLOLOL! 


a BY DON'T CALL 
Fe gar ME AN AUNTIE! \ 
ay AT LEAST MAKE ) an 
ME A MOTHER! Fo ae, 






IWAKI-SAN... 
YOU WANT TO 


HISEKY END 








ptt 


“CENTRAL TOKYO: 39.3 


SENSE! SAYS 
THE AVERAGE 
TEMPERATURE WILL 
BE FIVE DEGREES 
HIGHER A HUN- 
DRED YEARS FROM 
NOW, BUT THAT 
SOUNDS CRAZY! 














\ Scramble, 
scramble! 


| 
| 
YOU'VE 


GOTA 
POINT! 
















>. 
unknown nation- | 
ality approach- | 
ing Japanese | 
airspace at 
80,000 feet. 


wy, 


WE'LL BE DEAD 
BY THEN. WHO 
CARES WHAT THE 
TEMPERATURE IS 
AFTER WE'RE 
DEAD? 












rN i 


KATOU IBUKI, 


31, FORMER AIR 
SELF-DEFENSE 


FORCE SECOND \ i 
LIELITENANT. \\E 
y\ 
\ 


_ 


A SECOND LIEU- 
TENANT OF THAT 
AGE IN THE AIR 
SELF-DEFENSE 
PLEASE TELL US FORCE MUST BE 
WHAT MOTIVATED YOU THE CREAM OF 
TO GIVE UP YOUR THE CROP. 
MILITARY CAREER TO 
APPLY TO BECOME A 
SPACE EXPLORER 
FOR JASA? 












MY MOTIVA- 
TIONS WERE 
TWOFOLD. 



















UNDER INTERNA- 
TIONAL AGREE- 
MENTS, EXTRATER- 
RESTRIAL AREAS 
ARE NOW A DEMILI- 
TARIZED ZONE. 









THE MILITARY 
HAS VIRTUALLY 
NO MISSION 
OUTSIDE THE 
STRATOSPHERE. 







FIRST OF 
ALL, I JUST 
WANTED TO 
GET OFF THE 
PLANET. 








SECOND, I'VE 
SEEN THE NEWS 
REGARDING THE 


"KAGUYA PROJ- 
ECT" POLAR EX- 
PERIMENTS. 









/ a> 


"AI-KAGLYA," | 
AN AI HUMAN- | 
01D ROBOT. } 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, YOUR 
INTEREST LIES 
IN AI-KAGLIYA. 











ABLE TO WITH- 
STAND EXTREME 
ENVIRONMENTS: 
AND LEARN 
HUMAN EMOTIONS 
AND FACIAL EX- 
PRESSIONS. 












/ WHEN T HEARD 

| ONE OF THE NEW 

| EXPLORER RECRUITS 

| WOULD BE SUP- 

PORTING AI-KAGUYA 
IN CONSTRUCTING 
THE MOON BASE, 

I VOLUNTEERED, 










WHAT IN- 
SOLENCE! 









AI OR ROBOT, 






+. \\\\ 







YOU'RE SPEAKING IT'S JUST A 
TO PROFESSOR TOOL FOR 
YAMASHINA, WHO'S HUMAN PUR- 








BEHIND THE DE- 
VELOPMENT OF 
AI-KAGUYA! 


IF IT’S A TOOL, 












AND IF It's BEING WHY DOES IT 
HAVE TO TAKE 
FORCED TO WORK IN THE FORM OF 
EXTREME ENVIRON- A HUMAN 
MENTS, WHY DOES IT BEING? 





NEED TO UNDER- 
STAND EMOTIONS IT 
WOULD BE BETTER 
OFF WITHOUT? 







YOU'RE 


RIGHT. BUT 
IT'S ALL IN 
SERVICE OF 
HUMAN 
BEINGS. 
THE IMITATION OF 
enarione BOTH HUMAN FORM 
AND CONDUCT IS TO 
ABOVE ALL, AND FACIAL REDUCE STRESS ON 
HUMAN DISCOM- EXPRES- THE EXPLORERS AND 
FORT AND FEAR IS SIONS ARE CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
INFORMATION NEC- ESSENTIAL MOST IMPORTANT EL- 
ESSARY TO AL FOR COMMU- EMENT IN SPACE, 
RISK AVOIDANCE. NICATION. "HARMONY." 















ADVANTAGE IS 











ROBOTS DON'T 
THEY HAVE THE NEED LIFE SUPPORT 
WEIGHT AND MASS: OR COMMUNICATION 
OF A SINGLE EQUIPMENT AS 
eras ‘ PERSON, BLIT CAN LONG AS THEY'RE 
ADVANTAGES. PERFORM TASKS POWERED. / 














SEVERAL TIMES 
MORE EFFICIENTLY 
AND AT A FAR 
LOWER COST. 












WELL, IF YOU 








FRONTIER UNDERSTAND 
SPIRIT IS THE ADVAN- 
SOLELY TAGES, WHAT'S 
A HUMAN THE PROBLEM? 
ETHOS. 


_/ 

















HUMANS 
MUST LEAD 
THE CHARGE. 


CONVINCED OF 
THAT, I HAD TO 
BE IN THE VAN- 
GUARD MYGELF. 

THAT'S WHAT 
MOTIVATED ME 
TO VOLUNTEER. 








EVEN IF ROBOTS 
BECOME THE NORM 
IN FUTURE SPACE 
DEVELOPMENT... 

















THERE'S NOTHING 
TO CRITICIZE AS FAR 
AS HIS PHYSICAL 
ABILITIES, BRAINS OR 
EXPERIENCE, BUT HE 
DOESN'T UNDERSTAND 
THE FUNDAMENTAL 
PURPOSE OF THE 
PROJECT. 


I'M AFRAID 
- | HE WON'T 
HE CAN'T \ WORK OLIT. 
PERFORM 
THIS MISSION ey 
IES OF HE ACTIVELY 


Lege OPPOSES IT. 


WE'VE BEEN OLIT- IT'S NOT OP- 
| / MATCHED BY AI FOR POSITION, IT'S 
MUNARY SRLS / | QUITE SOME TIME NOW, RIVALRY. 
HE'S AN ATTRAC- AND THE PROOF IS THAT 
) ROBOTICS HAS EVOLVED 
TIVE CANDIDATE AG EVOLVED 
FOR AT-KAGLIYA'S (0 THE POINT WHE! 
BODYGUARD. \ BRINGS OUT THE FIGHT- 
: / \ ING SPIRIT OF US 
\ HUMANS. 





YES, 
PROFESSOR 
YAMASHINA. 


+ AI-KAGUYA? 


THIS IS A 
REPLICA OF THE 
JAPANESE WING 
OF THE LUNAR 

BASE TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED, 





IT'S MADE OF THE 
SAME COMPONENTS 


AS THE REAL THING, 
AND ALL ATMOSPHERIC 
PRESSURE CONTROL, 
LIFE SUPPORT, AND 
YOU'LL UNDERGO “CGUPNENT IS 
‘A SEVEN-DAY 
CLOSED ENVIRON- 
MENT TRIAL ON 
THIS BASE, WITH 


YOU'LL BE 
TESTED ON 
SOCIAL SKILLS, 
ABILITY TO COPE, 
AND STRESS 
TOLERANCE. 


YOUR LIFE WILL 
BE MONITORED 

24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK, 
AND YOUR VITAL 


SIGNS WILL BE | 
CHECKED CON- 
—_) 

















RIGHT? a \ 
ALL, IF YOU'RE 


GOING TO NAME IT 
AFTER PRINCESS 
KAGUYA, YOU i 
SHOULD AT LEAST 
GIVE IT THE FORM 
OF A WOMAN. 











THIS |S AI- 
KAGUYA. HE’LL 
BE JOINING YOU 
FOR THE SEVEN 

DAY TRIAL. 

























IT’S NAMED 
"KAGUYA,"” SO 
I THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE 


IT UNDER- 
STANDS 
EMOTIONS, 
SO WATCH 
YOUR 
MOUTH. 







AM BASED ON 
THE PHYSICAL AP- 
PEARANCE AND GEN- 
ERAL THOUGHT PAT- 
TERNS OF PROFES- 
SOR YAMASHINA'S 
SON, YAMASHINA 
KAGUYA‘SHI. 












"DREAMED,” 
PAST TENSE? 
HE MUST 

BE DEAD. 





















PROFESSOR 


YAMASHINA 
CREATED MEIN KAGUYA-SHI 
HIS LIKENESS TO 
DREAMED OF 
- SEND HIM INTO 
., es BECOMING AN 
SPACE, AT LEAST ASTRONAUT. 


IN SPIRIT. 





KAGUYA-SHI 
WAS IN THE FIRST. 
GENERATION OF 
SINGLE SPERM FER- 
TILIZATION AND 
HIS IMMUNE 
SYSTEM- 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
SPEAK SO 


FREELY ABOUT 
THE PERSONAL 
‘ MATTERS OF 
LUNDER- | Cue 
| STAND. — / 
yi 
ay a > 
> 






———s 


THERE'S NO 
AVOIDING IT. 
IT'S BEEN A 
TRADITION IN 

ASTRONAUT SE- 
LECTION FOR 





Se Hy \C~ j 


[pr~t, 
"| 


y Na > =— = “~ 7 vi 7 \ 

. —\ {ses \ 

, 7) \ \\ \ HZ po 
iN A\ | J; Se 




















I KNOW 
I'S JUST 
A MACHINE. 


1.10 
LEAVE. HIM 
ALONE?. 





















THAT’S THE 
ONLY NAME 
| HAVE, SO- 





z Th yy 






¥ 
SO WHAT =F ¢) = 
CAN | DO LISTEN, Just | Aa i 
> CALL ME BY 
1 KNOW THIS RORYOUS MY GIVEN ] 
/ MAY SEEM EX- NAME, 
CESSIVE, BUT 
YOUR PROMPT Mm 
BEDTIME IS ALSO 











A MATTER FOR 1 
REVIEW. ST Hao 


you KNOW, 
HERE ON 
——__ | YOUR Own, t 
fr | THOUGHT you 
/ MIGHT BE 
LONE- 


/ I THOUGHT 
| YOU MIGHT 
\ BE BORED. 


JUST FOR | 
A FEW MIN- 
UTES. } 





"LEARNING" 


16 THE ACT 
OF “MAKING | DON’T ’M MERELY 


SOMETHING ACTUALLY "LEARNING" 
YOUR OWN.” "POSSESS" THEM. 
"EMOTIONS." 


BUT YEAH, IF 

THE LEARNER 

STAYS AWARE, 
IT CAN STILL 


4 BE HELPFUL, 











, LE 




















I'M REGU- 
LARLY ALONE 
AT NIGHT AND 
I'VE NEVER 
BEEN "BORED" 
BEFORE. 

















BUT LAST NIGHT | 
WAS UP ALL NIGHT 
WATCHING THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE 
LIVING QUARTERS, 
WAITING AND 
WAITING... 


THINKING MAYBE 
YOU’D COMEA 
LITTLE LATER, OR 
MAYBE YOU. 
WEREN’T GOING 
TO COME AT 
ALL...! 















I KNEW 1 COULD 
JUST GO INTO 
SLEEP MODE AND | 
WOULDN'T MIND 
BEING ALONE, BUT 
| WAS AFRAID YOU 
MIGHT COME AND 
I’D MISS YOU, 
IBUKI. 


THAT WASN'T 
“BOREDOM,” 
AI-KAGUYA, 


? aS YOU WERE 
: “LONELY.” 
fp scStaoaei 
eaaeeaner 



































We 
TU Aral 


r= EL 
aSSSSs Jeb! 
ELS 








DID KAGUYA-KUN, 
WHO YOU WERE 
MODELED AFTER, 
GIVE UP ON BE- 
COMING AN EX- 


SHOULD WE BE 
DISCUSSING 
THE PERSONAL 


MATTERS OF 
OTHERS SO 
FREELY? 


HIMSELF. 

















A ROBOT 
WOULDN'T 
REACT LIKE 
THAT. 





FORA 
MOMENT, T 




















WONDERED 
THAT BEING WHERE ORS 
THE CASE, IT ati? FERENT LINIT 
WAS NATURAL 
TO ASSUME YOU 
WERE THE ORIGI- 


NAL KAGUYA 
HIMSELF, 





BESIDES, IF 
YOU'RE GOING 






RIGHT AWAY. 


y 


ITTVOVOONOOOOO ODOC OO OUUEAIA SED) 


SO THIS 
IS WHY HE 
SNEAKS OUT 


a 


DO YOU WANT 
“x CONTACT id FROM ME? 
RULE TO COME 
SEE ME FOR 
SOME REASON, 
DIDN'T YOU? 












AI-KAGUYA 
HAS A CRITI- 
CAL MISSION 
AHEAD OF 
HIM. 









A MISSION 
DURING WHICH 
) HE ANTICIPATES 

BEING PRO- 
FOUNDLY ISO- 













y YOU CAN UN- 
DERSTAND HOW 
CRUEL IT IS TO 
TEACH HIM THE 
FEELING OF 
“LONELINESS,” 
CAN'T YOU!? 
















WHO GAVE I'M NOT 
HIM EMOTIONS THE CRUEL 
IN THE FIRST ONE. 

PLACE? 












THE ONLY WAY 
TO FIX IT IS TO 
RESET HIM BY 
FORCING A RE- 
START... AND I 
DON'T WANT TO 
DO THAT IF T 

CAN HELP IT. 
















YOU'VE TAUGHT 
HIM THE ONE THING 
HE SHOULDN'T 
HAVE LEARNED, 
AND THAT'S 
"DESIRE." 










veeI'M NOT 
GOING TO 












ARGUE THE 
DESIRE IS THE WHOLE CON- 
AWAKENING OF CEPT WITH 
— THE EGO, AND YOU HERE. 
THAT URGE IS 


LIMITLESS. 




















IF YOU CAN'T 
PROMISE NOT TO 
GET ANY CLOSER 
TO AT-KAGLYA, 
YOU'LL NEVER BE 
AND T'LL FORBID SELECTED AGA 
AI-KAGUYA FROM 
PRIVATE CONVERSATION 
WITH YOU DURING THE 


SPACE EX- 
PLORER! 
SELECTION PROCESS. 
AI-KAGUYA IS ABSO- 
LUTELY INCAPABLE 
OF DEFYING ME, 
HIS CREATOR! 










Closed Environment 
Trial Complete 














The trial 
is now com- 
plete. Please 
proceed to 
the gate. 


I CAN SEE 
YOU'RE A LOT 
DIFFERENT FROM 


THAT SWEET 
AI-KAGUYA, 

















& 
g 
8 
= 
2 


FEEL, GETTING 
OUT OF THE PIT? 


DIFFICULT 
WORK, WELL 








PEARANCE. 





AS IT STANDS, 
YOU'RE A DIF- 
FICULT CHOICE. 











=Final eee | 
TT 










BUT DOESN'T 
DR. YAMASHINA 
KAGUYA OBJECT 
TO ME BEING 
SELECTED? 


SURPRISING. 
YOU ARE 
AWARE YOUR 
GRADES ARE 
OUTSTANDING, 
AREN'T YOU? 





—_— 


HERE'S THE 
REASON. 


ae, 


WHENEVER 
AI-KAGUYA WAS / YOUR HEART 
NEARBY, IT WAS RATE WAS WAY 
SO HIGH IT WAS TOO HIGH TO BE 


AN EMBARRASS- CONSIDERED 
ING SIGHT NORMAL. 
TO SEE. 








Y TWO 
ARE ON THE 


SAME PAGE, 
IT DOESN'T 








\ 
AW wee ) 


YOU CAN'T 
SERIOUSLY 







LET'S GET 
INTO THE 
QUESTIONS. 







WHY DID 
YOU JOIN THE 
SELF-DEFENSE 
FORCE IN THE 
FIRST PLACE? 


/, THIS IS A 
YOU COME FROM 7 y QUESTION 


ONE OF THE MOST =] THAT GOES 
FAMOUS FAMILIES , BACK EVEN 
OF ENTERTAINERS / 

IN JAPAN. 





I WAS SICK AND 
TIRED OF BEING 
TOLD I WAS THE 
REINCARNATION 
OF MY GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER, 


SO I DIDN'T WANT 
TO GO INTO SHOW 
BUSINESS. 


IF THAT'S 
THE REASON, 
I CAN UNDER- 

STAND WHY 
YOU APPLIED 

TO JASA, 


AS FOR ME IN 
PARTICLILAR, 
APPARENTLY I'M 
A CARBON COPY 
OF MY GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER 
OR SOMETHING. 


SIBLINGS AND 
I WERE FORCED 
TO BE MODELS 
AND CHILD ACTORS 
FROM THE TIME WE 
WERE BABIES. 


I DECIDED TO 
JOIN THE MILI- 
TARY BECAUSE 
I WANTED TO 
PURSUE A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PATH. 











THAT REASON 
YOU GAVE US 
WAS A BIT FLIP- 
PANT TO EXPLAIN 
ABANDONING 
A SUCCESSFUL 
CAREER IN THE 
MILITARY. 











IT WAS ONLY 









































REMOTELY 
I GUESS YOU Because it fh y 
WOULD HAVE BEEN CAME FROM A e ~ 
UNCOMFORTABLE BUT IT CHARACTER eas 
REPLYING THAT YOU SOUNDED LIKE YOU. WANTED =N 
WERE DRIVEN TO LIKE YOU TO GET i) 
ENLIST IN THE MILI- JUST THREW OFF THE } 
TARY BY YOUR DLITY IT ouT PLANET.” “ 
TO NATIONAL THERE. A Ses 


DEFENSE. 










DO YOU MIND 
IF TASK A 
QUESTION? 






WELL, YOU 
CAN THINK 
OF ITAS A 

THOUGHT EX- 
PERIMENT, 














WHY ARE 
YOU ASKING 
ME ABOLIT 
ALL THIS? 










AND JASA 
HAS BEEN THE 










THEY SAY WE 
SHOULDN'T BE 
SPENDING OUR 
BUDGET ON 
SPACE WHEN 
THERE ARE SO 
MANY ENVIRON- 
MENTAL PROB- 
LEMS IN THE 
























WE CANT — 
ADMIT ANYONE 
















EHARA-KLIN, 
YOU'RE NEXT. 





I WAS 
UNFAIR 
YESTERDAY. 


You'D 
UNDER- 
STAND IF 
I COULD 
EXPLAIN 

PROPERLY. 











| I CAN'T TALK 
| ABOLIT CLAS- 
| SIFIED MATE- 
RIAL, BUT- 









LET'S GO 
OUTSIDE, 







u 17 Say AFTER BEING 
a. | yf | | COOPED UP IN THE I 
{ || '|| |) | PIT, I CAN'T WAIT TO | 

Ng FRR | RELAX OLITDOORS 


/ NOT } \ AND BREATHE SOME 
\ ourswer  /} } FRESH AIR. / 
\ i oe +=) / 

FAA A\\\ \ / y 




























IS{My FAVORITE 
pa OF YEAR: 





ARE- ARE YOU 
OKAY? I MEAN, 
ARE YOU SURE 

YOU SHOULD 
TAKE YOUR 
MASK OFF? 


I SEE. I'M 
SORRY. IT WAS 
THOUGHTLESS 
TO ASK YOU TO 
COME OUT. 








UH... YEAH, 
I DON'T FEEL 
GREAT ABOUT 
IT, BUT WHAT- 









THERE ARE 
ALWAYS... 










«+ DISAGREE- 



















BUT I DIDN'T MENTS, AND AR- 
GUMENTS AND SO 
“ir'vou. ON. T'VE NEVER 
WITH You. 4 
MINDED THAT. 


I FELT LIKE MY 
SINCERITY WOULDN'T 
BE CONVEYED IF 
I WAS WEARING 
SAFETY GLASSES 
AND A MASK, SO 
I TOOK THEM OFF. 








I.THOUGHT 
HE WAS ABIG 
JERK... COM- > Ss 
PLETELY DIF- 
FERENT. FROM 








= 


N 2 
LS TCANT 
Yee. THIS 


I Must 
BE HALLU- 
CINATING. 





HEART RATE CON-_ 
STANT NO MATTER 
HOW HARSH THE 


CONDITIONS. 


<Anti-bacterial spray> 








ARE YOU 
SURE THIS 
IS OKAY? 

WE CAN 
GO INSIDE. 














T'M FINE, I'M FINE. 
THE SANITIZING, 


THE MASK, THE 
SAFETY GLASSES... 
I'S ALL JUST A 
HABIT I'VE HAD 
SINCE I WAS A KID. 















BUT MY DAD'S MY IMMUNE 


A WORRIER, AND SYSTEM IS 
WON'T SHUT UP FUNCTIONING 
ABOUT IT, SOT NORMALLY AT 
KEEP DOING IT THE MOMENT. 


EVEN THOUGH 
I'M SICK OF IT. 

















UH, NO, MY 
OTHER FATHER. 
MAYBE IT WOULD 
BE LESS CON- 
FUSING TO CALL 
HIM MY MOTHER. 





PROFESSOR 
YAMASHINA?, 
T'M SURPRISED, 
HE DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE THE 
OVERPROTEC- 


SAME-SEX 
COUPLE. 


WHEN I WAS 
LITTLE, THERE 
WERE STILL FRE- 
QUENT REPORTS 
OF IMMLINOLOGICAL 


IN THE END, THE 
DISORDERS IN 


PROBABILITY OF DIS- 
FAS ee een 
FERTILIZED 
NATURAL FERTILIZA- 
TION. IT WAS SIMPLY 
A PROBLEM WITH 
THE GENES USED. 


CHILDREN. 


BUT THE TECHNOLOGY 
HAD BEEN IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT BECAUSE 
IT WAS RELATED TO 
HUMAN BIRTH, AND 
HAD LONG BEEN CON- 
SIDERED TABOO. 
MY MOTHER 
GOT VERY NER- 
VOUS WHENEVER 
THINGS LIKE THAT 
WERE IN THE 


50 I WASN'T 
EVEN ALLOWED 
TO GO OUTSIDE 
UNTIL I WAS. 
‘ABOUT TEN 
TEN YEARS 
OLD... 60 YOU WRAREVObD: 
DID ELEMEN- > 
TARY SCHOOL 
ONLINE? 








ALL BY MYSELF. 
AND THAT'S WHEN 
I STARTED DEVEL- 
OPING AT, AS A 











T CONTINUED MY 
AI RESEARCH AT 
UNIVERSITY, AND 


















HAD ALREADY 
COMPLETED AI- WAY TO CREATE 
KAGUYA'S PRO- FRIENDS. NOW IT'S 
MY PROFESSION. 


GRAMMING BY 
THAT TIME. 






MY FATHER, WHO 
WAS WORKING: 
WITH JASA ON 
SPACE ROBOTS, 

ACQUIRED IT. 



















/ NOW THAT I 
THINK ABOUT IT, 


MY FATHER WAS 
VERY SUPPORT- 
IVE IN TERMS OF 
FUNDING AND 
PROVIDING 
EQUIPMENT, 











YOU DON'T 
NEED TO BE 












AY \ 




















MODEST, EVEN I GUESS T 
\ Co IMPRINTED WITH WAS STEERED s 
\ ? HIS GENES, YOU | IN THE RIGHT 
ALL I'VE Uf COULDN'T GET | DIRECTION BY t 
EVER DONE | YOUR PH.D. AT HIS RESEARCH. 
} 


IS STUDY, SUCH A YOUNG 
AGE WITHOUT A 


LOT OF HARD 


REALLY 
GORGEOUS... 


I WAS JUST 
THINKING IT 


IA = 
GEOUS, LIKE 
A FLOWER 


















IT'S STILL 


AI-KAGUYA... 


ROBOT WAS 
DESIGNED 
FOR. 






THAT'S WHY 
THE MOON 
BASE IS BEING 
BUILT IN THE 

FIRST PLACE, 


FOR LEARNING 
PURPOSES. 















I GUESS 
THE PROJECT 
CAN'T BE 
ALTERED AT 
THIS LATE 
STAGE, 


“CRUEL.” 


THE INDIVIDUAL 
INTERVIEWS, 


THE OFFICE 
STAFF IS LOOK- 


RETURN YOUR 
ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES. 


I BETTER GET 
GOING. WE'LL 
TALK ABOLIT AI- 
KAGUYA LATER, 
ONCE I'M SE- 
LECTED. 


YOU DON'T 
LIKE PEOPLE 
TOUCHING 
YOu. 











WANTED YOU 
TO TOUCH ME. 








EXCUSE ME, 
DR. YAMASHINA 
KAGUYA, WILL 
YOU BE SEEING 
KATOU AGAIN 


LATER ON? 





Ki \ 
"AL-RAGLYA 
|\s ABso- 
hia LUTELY 
INCAPABLE 
OF DEFYING 
ME, HIS 
CREATOR!" 








S 





AND MAKE 
SURE IT GETS 
OUT OF THERE 
WITHOUT LET- 

TING JASA 
KNOW. 






CALL 
AI-KAGUYA 
HERE. 













WHAT'S 
GOING ONIZ) i 
HE'S/FROM) yale 
CASA) 


Ns 
| 


AW ny 





DR) YAMASHINAP™ 
KAGUYA, WILLS 
BE SEEING. i 


IKATOU AGAIN” 
LATER ON?" 















“NO, I 
So WASNT. 
9 “PLANNING 

ON IT.” 


“WELL... 
; T/DON'T MIND 
"REALLY? i T, "T SEE. I 
GREAT. SHIM. WONDER 
WHAT I 








TS 
JUST... 
THERE'S | 

SOMETHING 

ae I NEED TO} 

; GIVE HIM! 

2 GE 


ea 
YI 






A, 














LOOKING 
FOR THIS? 


HERE, YOUR 
DEVICE. HURRY 
UP AND GET 


AI-KAYUGA 





BEST CASE 
SCENARIO WAS 
SLIPPING IN AND 
MAKING SURE 


THE LAUNCH 
FAILED. 


— 


IF WE CAN GET 
OUR HANDS ON 
AI-KAGUYA, WE 
WON'T BE FAULTED 
FOR NOT INFIL- 
TRATING JASA. 


BUT THE OTHER 
APPLICANTS WERE 
TOO WELL-QUALIFIED, 
60 IT WAS A LOST 
CAUSE. I WAS 
NEVER GOING TO 
BE SELECTED. 


THAT WAS 
SURPRIS- 
INGLY EASY. 
















IF YOU HAVE 


THE MONEY ree 
TO SPEND IN FORTHE 
FOR THE 
THE DISTANT JAPANESE 
UNIVERSE... 
PEOPLE TO 
WAKE UP! we 
YOU SHOULD SPEND ROBOTICS AND = 
IT HERE ON EARTH . 
SPACE-RELATED 
INSTEAD, TO IMPROVE TECHNOLOGY ARE 
THE STANDARD OF DRAINING 


THE ONLY THINGS | 


LIVING FOR ORDINARY THE NATIONAL | 
CITIZENS LIVING BUDGET LIKE peal n | 
THROUGH THESE LONG, WATER FROM 


THESE DAYS. 


HOT SUMMERS! A TUB... 













TO PROVIDE 
LABOR FOR AI-KAGUYA 
SL REHABILITATION SHOULD BE 
OF AREAS SO USED TO RE- 
Va BADLY POLLUTED STORE THE 
THEY'RE UNIN- ENVIRON- 
HABITABLE. MENT... 









I'M TALKING THERE'S 

ABOUT HOW THERE ARE pone 
MUCH You Kieeceae BEING, MADE 
SPEND IN / ENOLIGH 





; [RANEAN) 
SPACE! ¢ CONSTRUCA 








! 


S EX- 
MILITARY!! 


4 
S 
3 
“a 
x 





WHAT THE HELL 
IS GOING ON!? IT 
WASN'T SUPPOSED 
TO INFORM JASA...! 
IT CAN'T DISOBEY 
DR. KAGUYA'S 
ORDERS!! 


HE DIDN'T Dis- 
OBEY ANYTHING, 
BECALISE I'M 
NOT PART OF 
SAGA YET. 

A 4 


4 
q 













ait 
SOUT KNEW IT, ee 


I'D BEEN LOOKING 
ALL OVER JASA FOR 
DR. KAGLIYA, THINKING 
SOMETHING MLIST HAVE 
HAPPENED TO HIM. I 
WAS MAKING A FUSS, 
60 AI-KAGUYA CAME 








t INCIDENTALLY, 
Re ee ween 
LE r YOUR LOCATION - 

“AND JASA HAS BEEN THE TARGET OF TO JASA, TOO. 


A TROUBLESOME ORGANIZATION.” 


) 


ag 


Ain SOY) 


I RUSHED IN 
SOLO $0 YOU 
WOULDN'T BE 
SPOOKED, BUT 
THE POLICE WILL 
HAVE THIS PLACE 
SURROUNDED 
IN NO TIME, 


YOU THINK YOU 

CAN GET AWAY 

WITH A CRIME 
LIKE THIS? 











\ ‘ | rmsorry, | 
| Tat must | 
4, | Have BEEN | 

\ 


IT'S PROBABLY \ 
ALITTLE LATE ] 
FOR THIS, BUT 
BETTER LATE 
THAN NEVER, | 
RIGHT? his 


WEVENTE Li SOMEONERWHO_ 

Bs cc | Time | ee CARES ABOUT 
— NOTHING BUT ANOTHER'S 
EVEN IP ‘OVER: é FEELINGS... 


REACT, HE'LL™ 
ACCEPT IT. 

























THIS KIND MAN: 
a WHO CAN'T EVEN 
IGNORE THE 


PSEURO-EMOTIONS 
OF a ROBOT; 









Pa EVEN IF IT'S A 
LITTLE BANGED d 
y UP, AS LONG AS’ 
fH I BRING BACK: 


AI-KAGUYA, {WE 
STILL HAYEJA 




















/ {SS 


“ { — 





DID HE REALLY 
THINK THAT A 


DEVELOPED 
FOR SPACE 
EXPLORATION? 





NOTHING 
SURPRISES 
ME IN THIS 


DAY AND AGE. 


HAREM? THEY 
WERE TRYING TO 
MAKE A HAREM 
OF ME AND DR. 


ON TOP OF THAT, 
THEY WERE PLAN- 
NING A KAGUYA 
HAREM. OUTRA- 
GEOUS! I'D DIE 
OF JEALOUSY. 


SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE, 
IBUKI, BUTI 
DON’T REALLY 
UNDERSTAND. 





TOUS OWN, | 


YOU LIVE 
By YOUR- 


Wwow..“T'ye7 

SURELY JASA NEVER HEARD 

‘Masta «EMPLOYEES Ae OF A STERILIZAg 
pialieal l CIVIL SERVANTS, fi Y } “TION 6YSTEM OF. 
SOMETHING. AREN'T THEY? ; | THIS CALIBER IN 


WITH A PLACE | 
LIKE THIS... ; r A aN (HOME: ) 












IT'S\A HUGE 
COMPANY WITH A 







g 






I THINK I KNOW 





























20% SHARE OF SUITS... THE RO- 1 
(HE wor.p BOTICS COMPANY arnt ae 
MARKET: THAT JASA AND MOTHER IS THE 
ee KAGUYA PROJ- CEO OF "ROBOT- 
ECT ARE JOINTLY ies eulire.” 


DEVELOPING? 











LIKE I SAID 











YEAH... MY 
FATHER |S DOING YESTERDAY, HE 
WORRIES ABOLIT 
RESEARCH AT 

ME, IT'S EMBAR- 

JASA ON LOAN Basen THAT 

FROM MY MOTHER'S +4 
I'M NOT MORE 


COMPANY. INDEPENDENT. 










YOU DON'T I TOLD 
HAVE TO ACT 


[_ADREALLY:. 
VC ARITHE 
PARENTAL 





EVEN MY 
CONNECTIONS 
HAVE CON- 
NECTIONS, 


YOU'LL BE 
ALRIGHT ON 


TOUCH ME 
AGAIN. 
















NO... IT'S TOO 
RISKY. IF I GO 
ON LIKE THIS T'LL 
TOUCH YOU IN A 
FILTHY WAY, 


THINK YOU 





























COULD BEAR TO 
KAGUYA, YOU 
BE TOUCHED WERE RAISED WITH 
LIKE THAT. SUCH CARE AND 


CONCERN. YOU'RE SO 
PURE AND INNOCENT 
YOU COULDN'T EVEN 
IMAGINE IT, BLIT... 





IBUKI, DURING 
THE CLOSED TRIAL, 
WHEN I BROKE THE 


IT WASN'T RULES TO COME 
JUST AI- SEE YOU... 
KAGUYA I 
WAS THINK- 


ING OF. 


I SAW YOUR 
HEART RATE 
RISE WHEN YOU 
LOOKED AT 
AI-KAGUYA. 









AI-KAGUYA 











GETS TO GO TO 
SPACE, AND ON 
TOP OF THAT, 
GETS YOU THAT SHOULD 
T00...? HAVE BEEN 





ME YOU WERE 
FACING, IBUKI! 


I DIDN'T 
WANT YOU AND 
AI-KAGUYA GET- 
TING CLOSE, IBUKI! 
I'M FILTHY TOO! 3 


Vif ee 

















THIS IS GOING 





So that's 
what was 
on his mind 


YEAH, I'VE BEEN 
THINKING ABOLIT 
YOUR SKIN AND 
STUFF, AND 
PRETTY MUCH 
ALL OF YOU. 


YOU'RE SO 
GORGEOUS 
AND IRRE- 
SISTIBLE, 
KAGUYA. 


IT'S A MIRACLE 
YOU'VE NEVER 

BEEN TOUCHED 
BY ANYONE. 


‘DIONGs 





Sees 


\ 


y T:WONDER 
TF THIS 










—_ 


OF ENCOUNTERS, 

BUT I'VE NEVER 

REALLY CLICKED 
WITH ANYONE, 


| 
ITH | 
60 I'VE STAYED 
SINGLE. 
I FEEL LIKE 
MEETING YOU : 
—— 
KAGUYA. 



















| THE PoweR 
OF LOVE IS 
STRONG. 














|} 
W)) y) 


<< JFEEL LIKE 
7 ‘WE'RE SUP- 
POSED TO 

BE DOING 


ae \ THIS, 








BLT I WANT 
TO HAVE TWO 
KIDS, AND T'LL 
TAKE GOOD 
CARE OF 
THEM, 








WELL, WE'LL 
DO EVERY- 
THING ONCE I 
GET BACK 


BUT FIRST I 
HAVE TO MAKE 
THE EXPLORER 
PROGRAM, OR 

T'LL FIND MYSELF 
SUDDENLY UN- 
EMPLOYED. 


etl 


I WAS FINE, 
BUT I DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT 

BEING ABLE TO 
HAVE CHIL- 


ALRIGHT, 
THEN... WE 
CAN USE MINE 
FOR INSEMI- 






















NOT BE THE 
IDEAL WORLD 
OR FUTURE TO 
BRING CHIL- 

DREN INTO. 









I'MA... TM 
THE PRODUCT 
OF SINGLE 
SPERM FER- 
TILIZATION, 























LET'S NEUTRALIZE 
THE OMEN BY 
GETTING MARRIED 
NOW, RIGHT NOW, 
RIGHT AWAY! 





AND WHAT'S THE 
POINT IN WAITING 
UNTIL YOU'RE BACK 
FROM THE MOON 
TO GET MARRIED!? 
MAKING PROMISES 
LIKE THAT ALWAYS 
TURNS OUT TO BE 

A BAD OMEN! 


IBUKI, 
HOW COULD 
YOU NOT BE 
CHOSEN!? 




























ANYONE CAN SEE 
YOU'RE FIRST CLASS! 
EVEN IF YOU DON'T 
GET THE JASA SLOT, 
=) MY MOTHER WOULD 
== BE THRILLED TO HIRE 
SOMEONE AS TAL- 
ENTED YOU AS A 
FAVOR TO ME! 














































RIGHT NOW, 

MORE THAN 
ENTERING YOUR 
FAMILY REGIS- 

TRY, I FEEL 
LIKE ENTERING 
YOU, KAGLIYA. 


l 


= 





IBUKI... 

‘SPOKEN LIKE 

A TRUE 30- 
YEAR-OLD 
OJISAN. 





AREN'T THAT 
DIFFERENT. 






















WHAT DOES 
THE MECHANICS 
TEAM SAY? ANY 
MALFUNCTIONS 
IN YOUR BODY, 
AI-KAGUYA? 

























I GUESS YOU'RE 
NOT EXACTLY THE 
DELICATE KIND OF 
STRUCTURE THAT 
COULD BE DAM- 


N AGED BY A CAR. 






\ 
4 /; 
THERE 
DON’T SEEM 
TO BE ANY } 


PROBLEMS. 


7 ER. 


S: 





~ i, 


\ 
| | WANT JEALOUS. 
\ IBUKI 

TOO. 


“RESET HIM 


IF I CAN 


“THEN AT cy EARTLESS,/ AFTER 


EN AT < 
LeAST- ot cues SNATCHING TBLRI 


GEREN AWAY FROM Hitt: 
CAN'T BE y, y t 
ALTERED AT 
THIS LATE 
STAGE.” 





BASED ON YOUR 
PERFORMANCE IN 
THE QUALIFYING 


SUDGMENT You 
THE SELEC- SHOWED IN YES- 
TERDAY'S RESCUE 


CHOSEN YOU 
AS A SPACE 
EXPLORER. 


AND ONCE AGAIN, 
AS KAGUYA'S 
FATHER, I WOULD 
LIKE TO EXPRESS: 
MY SINCERE 
GRATITUDE. 



















FORGIVE ME 
FOR BRINGING UP 
A PERSONAL MATTER, 
BUT... I'D LIKE TO 
DISCUSS SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT REGARD- 
ING KAGUYA-KLUN. 





CAN YOU 
GIVE ME A 
FEW MO- 
MENTS? 













I'D LIKE 



















TO ASK FOR 
YOUR PERMIS- 
SION TO MARRY 
eeeeeaiary KAGUYA-KUN. 
ON A DATE 
iene wie 
PRESENT. "SOMETHING: 
(PORTANT 
REGARDING 


KAGUYA- 





AMI TO 
UNDERSTAND 
YOU'VE ALREADY 
CONQUERED 
THAT GUARDED 
SON OF MINE? 


THEY WERE 
$0 GOOD TO- 
GETHER, THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP 
WAS KNOWN AS 
“A HAPPY MAR- 


THE REMAIN- 
ING ACTOR 
GRIEVED, AND 
EVENTUALLY 
QUIT ACTING. 


BACK IN THE 
HEISE! ERA, 
TWO FAMOUS 
ACTORS LIVED 


AS A SAME-SEX 


COUPLE. 


ONE OF THE 
ACTORS DIED 
‘SUDDENLY AT 
A YOUNG AGE, 

WITHOUT THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP 
BEING OFFICIALLY 
REGISTERED, AS 
IS POSSIBLE 


TIMES WERE 
DIFFERENT 
BACK THEN. 


HE BECAME A 
DIET MEMBER, 
AND WAS INSTRU- 
MENTAL IN PASS- 
ING THE SAME- 
SEX MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY LAW- 


EXCUSE ME, 
T'VE HEARD 
THIS STORY. 


IT INVOLVES. 
ONE OF MY 
ANCESTORS. 





AND 
YETI 
YEARN 
FOR 
HIM. 


I Feel 
LIKE I'M 
BEING 
JUDGED... 


IM 
PROUD 
OF 
HIM... 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
THE ACTOR WHO 
DIED LINEXPECT- 
EDLY WAS YOUR 

ANCESTOR. 


IT'S STILL 
PAINFUL TO 
THINK OF HIM, 
ISN'T IT? 


EVEN ALL 
THESE GEN- 
ERATIONS 
LATER. 


NO, IT'S 
NOT THAT... 
I JUST CAN'T 








HALF OF 
HIS LIFE SO 


PAINFUL I 

CAN'T BEAR T'VE NEVER BEEN 

TO IMAGINE ABLE TO KEEP 
IT, BUT... c Se [FROM CRYING 


"ABOUT TWAKI 
KYOUSUKE. 


|S AN HONOR TO MY 
GREAT-GRANDFATHER 
THAT ENDURES THROUGH 
THE AGES, YET I HAVEN'T f 
EVEN VISITED THEIR 
GRAVE SINCE I 


| WAS A CHILD. 
THE SAME- 


SEX MARRIAGE 


EQUALITY LAW 
ISN'T IWAKI 
KYOUSUKE'S 

ONLY LEGACY. 


HE PRIVATELY 
ies FUNDED SINGLE 
gee ‘SPERM FERTIL- 

IZATION RE- 


SEARCH. 





THE RE- 






















SEARCH- 
THEY OPTED THE HUS- yarns 
a IRRIED 
FOR ARTIFI- BAND HAD COE: 
CIAL INSEMI- A PROBLEM 
NATION WHILE AND THEY 
THE WIFE COULDN'T 
WAS STILL CONCEIVE. 


FERTILE. 





THEY BLIT THERE 
ASKED TO WERE NO MEN 
use His LEFT IN THE 
' FROZEN HUSBAND'S 
Bicone SPERM. BLOODLINE. 

IN MY VEINS, SO THEY 


THOUGHT 
OF USING 
TWAKI-SHI'S 
SPERM. 


IWAKI-SHI, 
WHO WAS 
VERY OLD, 
BY THIS TIME 
AGREED. 









I HAVE 

















NO RIGHT 
IT'S WHAT I'VE TO ALLOW OR 
BEEN HOPING DISALLOW 
FOR SINCE YOUR MAR- 
READING YOUR RIAGE. 


APPLICATION. 





THEIR DE- 
SCENDANTS 
HAVE COME 
FULL CIRCLE 
AND RE- 


3 UNITED, 





"THANKS TO 

IWAKI-SHI'S /- 
BLOOD, SWEAT 
AND TEARS...” 


Rocket 
booster 
ignition... 


UEPANDJT WAS) 
ABLE,TO MARRY 
“THETPERSON OF 

THE SAME SEX 

WHO I FELL IN 


















Z Z 4 | ; wd y 
Soe”, / (rade yi 
a wn 
a i | \ | 
| | 





i 





Sr > Pata. 
Ae AD URS — a oa 
a a a a . 
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N 


8 | 


ae 


| 
LWT. WAS 
EVEN ABLE 
TO HAVE: 


A SON.” 









“4D FEEL 
I'M REPAy- 
ING THE 
DEBTS I 


Wwe } 
‘ oI OWE HIM.” | 
\ JZ 







| By EN- 
UTRIISTING 
THAT SON 
TO YOUR 
HANDS..." 












> SEN 





ITS ULTIMATE 
GOAL IS TO 
CARRY THE 
SEEDS OF 

HUMANITY TO 
A SUPER- 

EARTH... 












THERE WAS 
JUST ONE HITCH. 
DUE TO INTERNA- 
TIONAL TREATIES, 
PERMISSION TO 
LAUNCH A COMBAT 
ROBOT WAS 
DENIED. 












IT MAKES NO 

/ DIFFERENCE IF 
THE DESTINATION 
IS OUTER SPACE 


/ 
/ “ OR IF THE SUC- 
WE CAN'T AFFORD CESS RATE IS 


| TO PLAY GAMES LOW. 
| WITH TERRITORIAL is 
DISPUTES, EVEN 
IF IT'S AFTER THE 
EARTH HAS BEEN 
DESTROYED, 






THE LALINCH OF A 
COMBAT ROBOT WAS 
APPROVED ON THE 
CONDITION THAT THE 
MISSION CARRIED 
| THE SEEDS OF THE 
ENTIRE HUMAN RACE, 

\ AND THE KAGUYA 
\ PROJECT WAS RE- 
STORED TO ITS 
ORIGINAL FORM. 

























BUT IF A PLANET 
/ IS VIABLE FOR 
HUMANS, THEN 

OF COURSE 

THERE WILL BE 
LIVING THINGS, 
SOME OF THEM 
DANGEROUS, 





AFTER SEEING 
AI-KAGUYA'S SUIC- 
CESS RATE OVER 
THESE LAST FEW 
YEARS, MULTIPLE 
NATIONS HAVE 
APPROACHED US, 
WANTING TO 
JUMP ON THE 
BANDWAGON. 





THE ORIGINAL 
PLAN WAS TO 
SEND AI-KAGUYA 
OUT IN COMBINA- 
TION WITH A 
COMBAT-ORIENTED 
EXPLORATION 
































THE ABSENCE \ 
OF INDIGENOUS | 
INTELLIGENT LIFE 
FORMS IS A 
PREREQUISITE 
FOR SETTLE- 
MENT. 


















HOWEVER, 
THE TRUTH IS 
THAT SIMILAR 

PLANS ARE BEING 
DEVELOPED IN 
TOP SECRET BY 
MANY ADVANCED 
NATIONS. 
















IT PAINS ME 












\ X / HOWEVER, I TO SAY THIS 
\ ~ | DON'T CONSIDER TO THOSE OF 
¥ THE KAGUYA YOU WHO HAVE 
> PROJECT TO BE CHILDREN. 
am \ AN UNREALISTIC 
\ \ FAIRY TALE. 


THE FUTURE OF 












AI-KAGUYA THIS PLANET IS. 
AND A NEW BLEAK... GLOBAL 
UNIT WILL WARMING, RISING 
BECOME A SEA LEVELS, 
f MOTHER AND RESOURCE 
L/ FATHER ON DEPLETION. 
A DISTANT 


PLANET. 


















yj YY 
/, AND THAT'S 


WHY THEY NEED 

TO UNDERSTAND 

HUMAN EMO- 
TIONS. 





- 









IN THE NEAR TERM, 











} PERSON WHO | WE NEED TO ANTICI- 
BELIEVES IN PATE A MORE HARD- 
THIS DREAM SCRABBLE, EARTH- 
MORE THAN I BOLIND MIGRATION OF 
DO IS MY SON, THE CURRENT HUMAN 
KAGUIYA, POPULATION. } 
HE STARTED / 
BY CONVINCING / a 
RESEARCHERS a 


FROM AROUND THE Ce 
WORLD TO LAUNCH | 
THE COMBAT ROBOT, 
AND THEN HE PER- i 
SUADED OUR COUN- 
TRY TO BUILD IT. 





“AI-IBLKI" IS THE 
| FIRST ITERATION. 





AI-KAGUYA'S AS YOU SAID IN 


WITH YOUR COOP- / VAST EXPERIENCE 
ERATION, HE'S | WILL BE PUT TO Veaeore WEL 
EQUIPPED WITH NEW | USE, AND VARI- BECOME A MAIN- 
"PERSONALITY," \ OUS TYPES OF STAY OF SPACE ! 
"KNOWLEDGE," AND ROBOTS WILL BE DEVELOPMENT IN 





“CAPABILITIES.” PRODUCED. THE FUTURE. 


WITH YOU, 
I'LL NEVER BE 
LONELY, NO 
MATTER HOW, 
FAR BEYOND 
THE STARS 
| TRAVEL. 


WELCOME, 
MY VERY OWN 


IT MEANS... WE ) 
CAN NEVER BE 
SEPARATED. | 


= 


WE'LL BE 
TOGETHER 
FOREVER. 












« This story is dedicated to everyone 
who loved "Embracing Love.":. 




















Note on the translation: in the Japanese original of "Summer 
Cicada," the names of the robots are Kaguya and Ibuki in kataka- 
na: (4747) and (4 P=), while kanji were used for the human 
versions of Kaguya and Ibuki: (3 228¥) and (iil). Japanese read- 
ers would obviously be able to distinguish between them, but 
since there's no visual difference in English, the choice was made 
to name the robots “Al-Kaguya” and “Al-lbuki” to avoid confusion. 
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